
 

 
November 29, 2020 – 26th Sunday after Pentecost. Tone 1, page 123. 

 
Schedule for the Coming Week 

 

Saturday Dec 

5 

Vigil Divine Liturgy. 

 

4 p.m. 

Sunday Dec 

6 

Divine Liturgy. 

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker and 

Archbishop of Myra 

10 a.m. 

 
Thank you for supporting St Anne! 

 
Last Weekend Attendance – 59 

 
Eternal light candle is burning this week: 

 
GIVE ONLINE! St. Anne’s new website – stannesbyzantine.com/ – is now accepting 
donations online. Simply visit our site and click “GIVE ONLINE NOW”. All your 
donations, including weekly donations, may now be made on our website. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Why the “Onion” Dome? 

It is very common to find a dome on the roofs of Eastern Catholic churches. The whole 
roof may be in the shape of a dome or it may have protruding smaller domes or onion 
domes pointing to the heavens. This is something that is also universal in all Eastern 
Orthodox churches throughout the world. 

Many marvel at the size, colors, and beauty in the architectural masterpieces of the 
buildings they adorn. But there is more to these eye-catching domes. There is purpose 
and symbolism. 

Many churches that have a dome on them use the dome from a practical standpoint 
to allow for a musical sound via vibrations and echoes that makes the worship of God 
very unique and heavenly. One very common and popular study of this effect can be 
found in the Hagia Sophia, a place of worship built at Constantinople (now Istanbul, 
Turkey) in the 6th century AD under the direction of the Byzantine emperor Justinian 
I. Once a beautiful Catholic Cathedral, it has sadly been taken over by Muslims and 
converted to a mosque in 1453. However, the Hagia Sophia was, and is, know to 
produce a sound unmatched when the human voice bellows about its surface.    

From a symbolic standpoint, the domes you may see protruding atop many churches 
and look like “onions” symbolizes candles or some say the tongues of fire as depicted 
above the heads of the disciples on Pentecost.  Reminders that God’s presence is 
here. The candle is not placed under a basket or hidden, but instead is placed for all 
to see and be drawn to. The church is where He calls us to proclaim His glory and 
where the Good News resides. It beckons all to come and witness God’s great gifts in 
the holy sacraments alive in that church. 

At St Anne’s Byzantine Catholic church, our domes are in need of attention and 
cleaning so that they may continue to draw God’s children to the mysteries within. 
Your generosity is very much appreciated as we continue to collect for their cleaning 
and care. Any expertise and assistance to get this completed is very much 
appreciated. 

- Stephen Byers 
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